[The etiologic significance of ultrafine forms of the causative agent of tuberculosis in the development of sarcoidosis of the respiratory organs].
Pathological material, i. e. bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BALF) and blood plasma from patients with various pathological processes in the lungs was studied. Eighty seven patients with sarcoidosis of the respiratory organs were subjected to complex microbiological investigation and ultrasmall forms of tubercle bacilli were detected in BALF of 67 (77 per cent) of them. Histological examination revealed alveolitis and granulomas of lymphoid-macrophagal nature in the lungs of the experimental animals exposed to the material from the sarcoidosis patients.